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Visishtadvaita is qualified Advaita (monism). Its
expounder was Ramanuja.  He says, << Out of the
ocean of milk of the Vedas, Vyasa has churned this
butter of philosophy, the better to help mankind."
He says again, " All virtues and all qualities belong
to Vishnu, Lord of the universe. He is the greatest
Purusha, and Brahman (neut.) is lower, or the universe
itself." Madhva is a thorough-going dualist or Dvaitist.
He quotes chiefly from the Puranas. He says that
Brahman means Vishnu, not Siva at all, because there
is no salvation except through Vishnu.
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Ramanuja says : The Vedas are the holiest study.
Let the sons of the three upper castes be invested
with the sacred thread, and at eight, ten, or eleven
years of age begin the study, which means going to a
Guru and learning the Vedas word for word, with per-
fect intonation and pronunciation.

Japa is repeating the holy Name ; through this the
devotee rises to the Infinite. The boat of sacrifice
and ceremonies is very frail; we need more than that
to know Brahman, which alone is freedom. Liberty is
nothing more than destruction of ignorance, and that
can take place only when we know Brahman. It is